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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN 

For  the  Year  1950 


To\  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  frebridge  Lynn. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration, the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  District  during  the  year  1950. 

The  District  had  its  biggest  outbreak  (211  cases)  of  Measles 
since  1940  (245  cases),  the  year  that  notifications  of  Measles  first 
appeared  in  the  Annual  Report.  The  epidemic  began  in  the 
Spring,  and  lasted  until  mid-Autumn. 

As  in  1949  there  was  only  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  a boy  of 
15.  Like  the  case  of  1949  (a  girl  of  8)  he  made  a speedy  recovery, 
and  the  District  has  been  fortunate  in  being  affected  to  such  a 
small  degree,  in  the  nation-wide  epidemic  of  1949-50. 

The  agreement,  with  the  King’s  Lynn  Corporation,  on  the 
joint  use  of  the  abundance  of  water  that  can  be  got  from  the  site 
of  the  Hillington  Bore  was  the  most  important  development  of 
the  year,  promising  sorely-needed  water  supplies,  ample  in  quantity, 
and  safe  in  quality. 

Byelaws  came  into  operation  on  27th  July  to  secure  the  clean 
handling,  wrapping,  and  delivery  of  food. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  general  health  was  very  good,  a 
statement  supported  by  the  low  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  which 
is  one  of  the  best  indices  to  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  a 
district. 

I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
kind  consideration,  and  support  during  the  year,  and  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  competent  and  willing  services  of  the  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Health  Service  described  in  last  year’s  report  had  the 
following  additions  made  to  them  by  the  County  Council: — 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Four  “ Village  Centres  ” were  opened;  at  Castleacre,  Little 
Massingham,  Middleton  and  North  Wootton,  and  are  held  once 
a month  under  the  control  of  the  District  Nurses,  with  the  Medical 
Officer  in  part-time  attendance  at  each  session. 

(b)  Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics  are  provided  twice  a month  at  King’s 
Lynn.  Children  suffering  from  emotional  and  behaviour  abno- 
malities,  etc.,  etc.,  can  be  referred  by  the  family  doctors,  school 
medical  staff,  and  Health  Visitors,  for  the  advice  of  Psychiatrists 
and  Educational  Psychologists. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

( 1 949  figures  in  parentheses) 


Population:  10,870  (10,550) 


Births : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

85 

(84) 

79  (90) 

164(174) 

Illegitimate 

8 

(10) 

3 

(9) 

11  (19) 

93 

(94) 

82 

(99) 

175  (193) 

Stillbirths : 

Legitimate 

1 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

2 (3) 

Illegitimate 

1 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

1 (0) 

2 

(I) 

1 

(2) 

3 (3) 

Deaths : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

All  causes  .... 

68  (66) 

64  (71) 

132  (137) 

Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Infants  under  four  weeks  of 

1 

(3) 

1 

(1) 

2 (4) 

age 

0 

(3) 

0 

(1) 

0 (4) 

TuberculosL 

0 

(2) 

0 

(3) 

0 (5) 

Pregnancv  5 

Childbirth 

Abortion  J 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

0 (0) 
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RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


Birth  Rate  . 

Birth  Rate  - — England  and  Wales 


16.1  (18.7) 
15.8  (16.7) 


Stillbirth  Rate 

Stillbirth  Rate  — England  and  Wales 


0.27  (0.28) 
0.37  (0.39) 


Death  Rate.  All  Causes.  (Standardised) 

Death  Rate.  All  Causes.  England  & Wales. 


9.83  (10.64) 
11.6  (11.7) 


Death  Rate.  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate.  Tuberculosis.  Eng.  & Wales. 


Nil.  (0.46) 
0.36  (0.45) 


Death  Rate.  Infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  live 
births 

Death  Rate.  Infants  under  1 year.  England 
and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births 

Maternal  Mortality 


11.4  (20.72) 

29.8  (32) 

Nil.  (0) 


The  number  of  births  fell  noticeablv  from  191  in  1948,  193  in 
1949  to  175,  but  the  Birth  Rate  is  still  above  the  average  for  the 
Country  as  a whole.  Births  exceeded  deaths  by  43,  and  there 
was  less  Infantile  Mortality.  Illegitimate  births  dropped  by  almost 
half  the  number  of  the  previous  year. 

There  was  1 premature  birth,  but  the  infant  died  later,  from 
infection. 

Stillbirths  remain  low,  indicating  good  maternal  general 
health,  and  good  obstetrical  practice. 

78  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  were  those  of  people  65  years  of 
age  and  over.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  were 
the  prominent  causes  of  deaths  among  the  aged. 

9.9  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  caused  by  cancer,  against 
a percentage  of  13.8  in  1949. 

There  were  1 2 cases  (6  males  and  6 females)  of  cancer,  com- 
pai'ed  with  19  cases  (9  males  and  10  females)  last  year. 

10  out  of  the  12  cases  were  over  65  years  old. 

There  were  10  deaths  between  the  ages  of  1 and  45  years. 
Only  4 of  these  were  due  to  disease,  and  in  2 of  these  cases  deaths 
were  from  causes  that  might  have  been  preventable. 

The  remaining  6 deaths  were  caused  by  violence  in  some 
tvay:  by  accident,  or  otherwise. 
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Two  infants  under  1 year  of  age  died  from 

( 1 ) Broncho  pneumonia, 

(2)  Infective  diarrhoea. 

Deaths  in  infancy  from  these  causes  are  linked  with  con- 

/ 

ditions  in  the  child’s  environment,  which  are  inimical  to  its  wel- 
fare. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate,  corresponding  approximately 
to  a rate  of  1 1 deaths  per  thousand  live  births,  compares  very 
well  with  the  approximate  national  rate  of  29  per  thousand. 

10  deaths  were  reported  as  due  to  infection  of  some  type,  viz., 
5 from  ‘‘  Pneumonia,”  3 from  Influenza,”  1 Syphilitic  infection, 
and  1 from  an  acute  Hepatitis  considered  to  be  of  possible  infectious 
origin.  With  the  exception  of  1 infantile  death,  the  ‘‘Pneumonias” 
and  ‘‘  Influenzas  ” resulted  in  the  death  of  aged  persons,  mainly 
debilitated  by  existing  ailments  and/or  old  age. 

The  death  from  Syphilitic  infection  is  an  example  of  a death 
which  could  well  have  been  prevented,  by  early  and  adequate 
treatment. 

No  deaths  \vere  attributed  to  tubercular  infections. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES 


Causes  of  Deaths. 


Males.  Females. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ....  ....  — 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ....  ....  — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ....  ....  ....  1 

4.  Diphtheria  . ..  ....  ....  ....  — 

5.  Whooping  Gough  ....  ....  ....  — - 

6.  Meningococcal  infection  ....  ....  — 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  ....  ....  ....  — 

8.  Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ..  . — 

9.  Other  Infective  & Parasitic  disease  ....  1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  stomach  ....  2 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Lung  & Bronchus  - — 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm : Breast  ....  ....  — 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Uterus  ....  ....  — 

14.  Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms  6 


15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ....  ....  1 

16.  Diabetes  . . ....  ....  . ..  — 

17.  Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system  ....  7 

18.  Coronary  diseases:  Agina  ....  ....  6 

19.  Hypertension,  with  heart  disease  ....  2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  ...  ....  ....  19 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ....  ....  1 

22.  Influenza  ....  ..  . ....  ....  1 

23.  Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

24.  Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ...  2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ....  — 

27.  Gastritis:  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ....  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ....  ....  1 

29.  Llyperplasia  of  Prostate  ....  ....  — 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ....  — 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  ....  ....  — 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  7 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ....  ....  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ....  ....  ....  1 

35.  Suicide  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

36.  Homicide  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


1 

3 

2 

1 

10 

8 

3 

17 

3 

2 

2 


1 


8 * 

2 

1 


Total. 


1 


1 

3 

3 

8 

1 

1 

17 

14 

5 

36 

4 
3 

5 
2 
2 

1 

1 


15 

1 

3 

3 

2 


8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1950 


1 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 

over 

Total 

Measles  

5 

72 

121 

4 

/ 

o 

211 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

18 

22 

42 

Chicken  Pox 

7 

21 

1 

29 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Primary  Lobar 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Infective 

Hepatitis  , . . 

11 

3 

4 

18 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

4 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary) 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Tuberculosis 

(non-Pulmonary) 

2 

2 

7 

100 

179 

12 

16 

4 

318 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

318  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  were  reported,  an 
increase  of  59  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Measles  was  again  the  prominent  infectious  disease,  with 
211  cases  against  149  in  1949. 

The  only  other  infectious  disease  that  showed  a rise  in  numbers 
was  Whooping  Cough,  with  42  cases  compared  with  20  last  year. 

The  Measles  epidemic  started  in  the  last  week  of  April,  reached 
its  largest  proportions  in  May  (63  cases)  and  June  (79  cases),  began 
its  decline  in  July  (24),  then  smouldered  on  to  an  end  in  October. 

81.5  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  children  aged  7 years  and 
under,  and  of  these  40  per  cent,  were  under  school  age.  5 cases 
^vere  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  and  1 of  these  ’was  a 1 month 
old  baby.  Measles  is  a rare  happening  in  the  first  few  months 
of  life. 


9 


When  notification  was  timely  about  the  occurrence  of  first 
cases  in  schools,  children  7 years  and  under  who  had  not  had  the 
disease  were  excluded  for  an  appropriate  period.  This  practise 
is  serviceable  in  a rural  district,  to  help  confine  the  extent  of  Measles, 
and  was  applied  to  the  following  schools: — 

Gayton  Hillington 

North  Wootton  West  Newton 


West  Winch 

Congham 

Middleton 


Pentney 

Grimston  Ghurch  Hill 
Gastleacre 


West  Winch  with  43  cases  was  the  most  affected  parish,  then 
came  Gastleacre,  26  cases,  and  Gayton  and  North  Wooton  each 
with  23. 

On  the  whole,  the  outbreak  was  of  a moderate  nature. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  reported  in  November;  a Harpley 
boy  aged  15.  He  made  a full  recovery.  The  fullest  possible  en- 
quiries were  made  in  an  endeavour  to  trace  a possible  source  of 
infection,  without  any  result. 

Infective  Hepatitis,  or  Gatarrhal  Jaundice,  which  was  pro- 
minent last  year,  in  local  epidemic  form  at  Gastleacre,  had  18 
cases,  of  a more  scattered  nature,  compared  with  36  last  year,  and 
as  usually  happens  the  majority  of  cases  (11)  were  school  children. 
Leziate  had  the  highest  number  (6)  apparently  introduced  by  a 
family  from  Gastleacre. 

The  preventive  treatment,  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report, 
against  the  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever  among  schoolchildren,  could 
not  be  carried  out  to  any  degree,  which  could  indicate  its  value, 
because  there  was  only  1 school  child  case  of  the  disease. 

Regarding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  there  were  8 notifications 
compared  with  4 in  1949,  but  4 of  the  “ notifications  ” concerned 
people  already  noted  as  Tubercular,  who  moved  into  the  district 
from  other  places. 

3 of  the  cases  developed  in  the  area  were  females  (aged  21, 
22  and  45)  and  1 male  (aged  27). 

There  was  1 case  of  Tubercular  Meningitis,  a girl  of  7 removed 
to  Peterborough  Hospital  for  special  treatment. 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED 

YEARLY  SINCE  1941 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculsis  Other  Forms. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

M ales 

Females 

Tota 

1941 

1 

9 

10 

3 

1 

4 

1942 

2 

1 

:i 

— 

2 

•) 

1943 

3 

4 

7 

3 

— 

.3 

1944 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

8 

1945 

2 

5 

7 

1 

3 

4 

1946 

6 

5 

11 

— 

1 

1 

1947 

4 

4 

8 

3 

3 

6 

1948 

4 

3 

7 

3 

3 

6 

1949 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

6 

1950 

4 

4 

8 (*) 

1 

1 

2 

(*)  including  4 “ 

transfers.” 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  THE 
TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Males  Females 

Pulmonary  14  9 

Non-Pulmonary 10  7 


Total 

23 

17 


24  16  40 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Vaccination. 

70  Vaccinations  were  reported,  compared  with  31  in  1949, 
and  11  in  1948.  56  children  under  five  were  vaccinated. 

Since  5th  July,  1948,  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  has  been 
no  longer  compulsory,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
family  doctor  to  give  free  vaccination;  yet  it  would  appear  that 
many  parents  do  not  realise  their  obligation  to  protect  their  children, 
by  a simple,  harmless  procedure  against  a disease  which,  when  it 
does  not  kill,  leaves  its  victims  with  severe  facial  dishgurement. 

Immunisation. 

As  with  V accination  against  Smallpox,  so  in  lesser  degree 
with  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Despite  free  facilities  from  family  doctors,  and  5 Welfare 
Centres,”  Immunisations  of  children  under  5 vears  of  age  dropped 
from  126  in  1948,  101  in  1949,  to  84. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  following  information  is  included  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

1.  Sources  of  Supply. 

The  following  nine  parishes  are  on  mains  water  supply: — 

(a)  Council  Undertakings, 

Great  Massingham 

Little  Massingham 

Harpley 

Sandringham  (including  Wolferton,  West  Newton, 
&c.) 

(b)  Private  Undertakings. 

Hillington 

Castle  Rising 

(c)  Frorn  King’s  Lynn  Corporation. 

Ashwicken,  Leziate  and  Bawsey 

North  Wootton 

South  Wootton 

Except  for  a short  period  concerning  the  Sandringham  Water- 
works, the  supplies  of  (a)  and  (c)  have  been  satisfactory  in — 

(1)  Quality 

(2)  Quantity 

The  quality  of  the  private  supplies  has  fluctuated  from  good 
to  indifferent,  indicating  the  need  for  efficiently  used  sterilisation 
plants,  but  probably  it  is  hardly  justifiable  to  insist  on  expensive 
installations  for  these  small  private  supplies,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  work  will  start  in  the  near  future  on  the  Regional  Water 
Scheme. 

Small  groups  of  Council  Houses  at  Gastleacre,  Westacre, 
Grimston,  Middleton,  Pentney,  East  and  West  Winch,  get  their 
supplies  from  local  borewells,  but  the  water  supplies  for  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  the  district  come  from  shallow  inadequately  pro- 
tected wells  which  are: — 

(1)  Always  unsatisfactory  in  quality; 

(2)  Grossly  inadequate  in  quantity  in  dry  ” years, 

such  as  1949. 
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2.  Analyses. 

19  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analyses.  In  10  cases  the  results  were  unsatisfactory.  One  of 
these  concerned  contamination  of  water  at  the  Sandringham 
Waterworks.  The  water-softening  plant  was  suspected,  and  when 
this  was  put  out  of  use  the  supply  became  and  remained  satisfactory. 
Two  of  the  other  cases  concerned  private  installations,  and  have 
already  been  referred  to.  Two  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
of  river  water,  piped,  for  domestic  use.  The  remaining  five  were 
"well  waters.  The  nature  of  these  latter  cases,  with  the  advent  of 
the  Regional  Scheme,  made  cleaning  out  of  wells,  etc.,  and  boiling 
of  drinking,  etc.,  water,  the  only  practical  advice. 


A.  Certificate  of  Analysis.  (Harpley  Dams). 

Physical  Characteristics  — slight  deposit,  otherwise  good. 
Reaction  — pH  7.2. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Chlorine  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2.5 

Ammonia  (free  and  saline)  ....  ....  ....  ....  absent 

Ammonia  (albuminoid)  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.0020 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°  C ....  0.0214 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen)  ....  ....  ....  0.85 

Nitrates  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  absent 

Poisonous  metals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  absent 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis.  Number  of  micro- 
organisms per  mi.  developing  on  Agar  at  37°  C.  — 4. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  ml.  developing  on  Agar  at 
21°  C.  — 35. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit. 

Mainly  mineral  matter  and  some  iron  bacteria.” 

Total  Hardness. 

16.74  degrees  (grains  per  gallon). 

Inference. 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  indicate 
a fairly  hard  water  containing  very  little  organic  matter,  though 
slightly  contaminated  with  micro-organisms  capable  of  develop- 
ment at  blood  heat  and  at  the  temperature  of  the  “ cool  ” incubator. 
Coliform  organisms,  however,  could  not  be  detected  in  100  mis. 
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of  the  sample.  The  presence  of ‘‘  iron  bacteria  ” should  be  noted. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  water,  as  evidenced  by  the  sample, 
is  safe  for  drinking  purposes.  It  is  to  be  recommended  that  the 
supply  be  kept  under  observation. 

{Sgd.)  S.  Greenburgh, 

5th  I'ebruary,  1951.  Public  Analyst. 

The  supply  from  King’s  Lynn  Corporation  has  been  sampled 
regularly  throughout  the  year,  always  with  highly  satisfactory 
results. 

iii.  The  water  supplies  are  not  liable  to  have  a plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

iv.  The  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  numbers  of  the 
population  suppled  from  public  (and  other)  mains  are  shown  in 
the  following  Table: — 


WATER  SUPPLIES  FROM  PIPED  WATER  MAINS 


Supplied  to  Properties.  Supplied  by  Public  Stand- 
pipe. 


Parish. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Approx. 

Population 

No.  of 
Houses 

Approx. 

Population 

Bawsey 

15 

60 

— 

— 

Castleacre 

40 

160 

— 

— 

Castle  Rising 

25* 

75* 

46* 

138* 

Congham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flitcham 

12* 

48* 

9* 

36* 

Gayton 

34 

136 

— 

— 

Grimston 

30 

120 

— 

— 

Harpley 

85 

340 

— 

— 

Hillington 

40* 

120* 

22* 

65* 

Leziate 

66 

2:10 

20 

60 

Great  Massingliam 

42 

168 

184 

552 

Little  Massingham 

44 

176 

— 

— 

Middleton 

65 

260 

— 

— 

Pentney 

26 

104 

— 

— 

Roydon  

— 

— 

— 

— 

North  Rnncton  ' 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Sandringham 

150 

450 

— 

— 

East  Walton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Westacre 

8 

32 

— 

— 

East  Winch 

24 

96 

— 

— 

West  Winch  

68 

272 

— 

— 

North  Wootton 

42 

168. 

51 

153 

South  Wootton 

196 

784 

— 

— 

Totals 

1012 

3799 

332 

1004 

* Private  supplies  provided  by  the  Castle  Rising,  Sandringhayn  and 

Hillington  Estates  respectively. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949 


Action  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations 
1949,  requiring  heat-treatment  of  milk,  before  sale  for  human 
consumption,  was  necessary  on  three  occasions  following  Labora- 
tory reports  of  organisms  in  milk  capable  of  causing  infection  in 
human  beings.  There  was  Tuberculous  infection  of  milk  in  one 
case.  Brucella  Abortus  infection  in  two  others.  (Brucella  Abortus 
is  the  cause  of  a type  of  Undulant  fever  in  man.) 

Another  case  of  Tubercular  infection  in  a milk-herd  was 
reported,  but  there  ^vas  no  need  to  take  steps  to  protect  the  public 
from  infected  milk,  as  the  producer  had  always  sent  his  milk  for 
pasteurisation  before  sale. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

SURVEYOR  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  ending  1950 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1950. 

1 . INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the 
various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 
follows ; — 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Inspections.  Visits, 

For  repairs,  overcrowding  and  interviewing  of  applicants 

for  Council  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  72 

Registration  of  IMilk  Retailers  of  Bottle  Establishments  6 
Investigations  into  quality  of  Milk  Supplies  ....  ....  3 

Food  Premises  ....  . . . ..  ....  ....  16 

Rat  infestation  of  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Infectious  Diseases:  Inquiries  and  Fumigations  ....  ....  10 

Water  Supplies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  44 

Taking  of  Water  Samples  for  examination  ....  ....  19 

\4sits  in  connection  with  Public  Cleansing  Service,  in- 
cluding inspection  of  refuse  tips  ....  ....  36 

Inspections  for  matters  coming  within  the  purview  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: — - 
Complaints  and  Nuisances  ....  ....  ....  ....  48 

Examination  and  /or  testing  of  new  drains,  recon- 
struction of  existing  drains,  cesspools,  etc 65 

Inspection  of  dwellings  under  Building  Byelaws  ....  54 

Miscellaneous  inspections  and  visits  ....  ....  32 


Total  inspections  and  visits  ....  ....  413 


2.  NOTICES. 

(a)  Preliminary.  The  following  Preliminary  Notices  were 
served  in  cases  where  personal  interview  showed  no  results: — 
Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  9 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ....  7 
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(1))  Siaiutory.  One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  after  correspondence  and  Preliminary  Notice 
had  been  ignored. 

3.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Council  water  supplies  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  water  department.  The  staff  comprises  a Water 
Superintendent,  Plumber-Fitter,  Apprentice  and  two  Labourers. 
During  the  year  regular  maintenance  visits  were  made  to  the 
Council’s  fifteen  water  installations  and  bores,  and  twelve  sewage 
disposal  plants.  A total  of  68  new  tapping  connections  were  made 
on  the  water  mains  and  thirteen  meters  installed  at  business  and 
agricultural  premises. 

During  the  year,  a breakdown  occurred  at  the  Harpley  Dams 
Pumping  Station.  For  the  four  weeks  during  which  repairs  were 
being  done  to  the  submersible  pump,  a temporary  arrangement 
was  made  to  supply  the  Parishes  of  Little  Massingham,  Great 
Massingham  and  Harpley  from  the  Council’s  small  borewells  in 
the  two  last  named  villages;  this  improvised  arrangement  worked 
quite  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  nineteen  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analyses,  of  which  ten  samples  were  satisfactory;  as  to 
be  expected,  the  majority  of  the  failures  were  those  taken  from 
shallow  wells. 

Owing  to  a wet  summer,  a repetition  of  the  acute  water 
shortage  of  1949  did  not  arise.  This  fact,  however,  does  not 
minimise  the  urgent  need  for  piped  water  mains  in  each  Parish, 
and  the  continued  delay  in  negotiation  for  our  Regional  Water 
Scheme  is  most  unfortunate. 

4.  HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  as  in  previous  years,  some  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  getting  repairs  carried  out  to  houses. 

We  are  still  in  the  position  whereby  reconditioning  of  existing 
properties  and  the  erection  of  new  houses  fails  to  keep  pace  with 
the  acute  housing  need  of  the  District. 

As  regards  private  properties,  there  is  a reluctance  by  landlords 
to  carry  out  substantial  repairs,  owing  to  the  high  costs  prevailing, 
compared  with  the  lowness  of  incoming  rentals.  This  has  meant 
much  work  in  the  way  of  interviews,  correspondence,  etc.,  before 
repairs  have  been  finally  carried  out. 

During  the  year  nine  notices  were  served,  two  Closing  Orders 
issued,  and  one  Closing  Order  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  the 
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landlord,  who  submitted  a scheme  for  bringing  the  property  up  to 
a reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 

Having  regard  to  the  Council’s  own  housing  programme,  the 
Council  continued  to  employ  a Consultant  Architect  for  the  purpose 
of  house  designs;  responsibility  for  developing  existing  Council 
Estates  has  been  undertaken  from  this  ofiice,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Council’s  Housing  Officer,  acting  as  Clerk  of  Works. 

This  has  naturally  entailed  a considerable  amount  of  work 
and  responsibility,  but  reviewing  the  year’s  work,  this  arrange- 
ment appears  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  bearing  in  mind  the  limited 
technical  staff'  engaged  on  this  work.  During  the  year  36  Council 
dwellings  were  completed. 

5.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

During  1950  sixty- three  new  dwellings  were  approved  under 
the  Building  Byelaws  and/or  Town  Planning,  as  follows: — 

By  the  Council. 


Parish. 

Houses. 

Bungalows. 

Gayton 

6 

....  ' 0 

Grimston 

4 

0 

Middleton 

4 

0 

Pentney 

0 

6 

West  Winch 

8 

0 

North  Wootton 

18 

0 

40 

6 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

Bawsey 

....  0 

1 

Leziate 

....  3 

0 

West  Winch 

....  0 

10 

North  Wootton 

....  0 

1 

South  Wootton 

....  0 

2 

3 

14 

— 

— 

Also,  during  the  year  the 
completed  and  occupied  :■ — • 

following  51 

new  dwellings 

By  the  Council. 

Houses. 

Bungalows. 

Castleacre  .... 

....  4 

0 

Flitcham 

....  2 

0 

Gayton 

....  6 

0 

Grimston  .... 

....  10 

0 
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By  the  Council — [continued). 

Middleton 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 


Houses 

Bungalows 

4 

0 

0 

6 

0 

4 

26 

10 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

Gayton 
Grimston  .... 
Leziate 

Cxreat  Massingham 
Pentney 
\Vest  Winch 
Sontli  Wootton 


0 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 


1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

5 

1 


5 ....  10 


6 CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL. 

The  Building  Licensing  Regulations  have  remained  in  force 
throughout  the  vear. 

The  free  limit  for  repairs  to  dwellings  remained  at/^100,  with 
farm  and  business  premises  being  permitted  a ceiling  of  £1,000  per 
annum. 

A total  of  35  applications  ^vere  dealt  with,  and  licences  issued 


as  follows: — 

No.  of 

Licences. 

Value. 

New  Dwellings  — Six  Bungalows 

6 

£9,349 

New  Dwellings  — Four  Houses 

4 

£6,410 

Temporary  Dwellings  — Twelve  Bungalows 

5 

£4,050 

Improvements  to  Dwellings 

6 

£2,345 

Repairs 

14 

£4,155 

£26,309 

7.  BUILDING  BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Having  accepted  delegation  of  powers  from  the  County  Council 
for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  the  work  has  been  undertaken  from  this  office. 
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Also,  enforcement  of  the  Councirs  Building  Byelaws,  re- 
garding control  and  supervision  of  new  private  building  work 
has  been  done  from  this  office. 

During  the  year  83  plans  were  approved  under  the  Building 
Byelaws,  which  number  included  63  dwellings. 

8.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

This  remains  much  as  in  previous  years,  although  a number 
of  vaults  and  ashpits  have  been  replaced  by  sanitary  pails  and 
refuse  bins. 

During  the  year  further  work  was  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  South  Wootton  Sewerage  Scheme.  Trial  holes  were 
dug  throughout  the  Parish,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  subsoil 
at  numerous  points,  and,  as  a result,  the  outfall  route  of  the  pro- 
posed sewer  was  altered,  so  as  to  join  with  King’s  Lynn  Borough 
sewer  at  Mill  Lane,  and  not  at  Marsh  Lane  as  originally  intended. 
A plan,  together  with  necessary  levels,  was  submitted  to  the  Lynn 
Corporation,  who  agreed  with  the  amended  route,  and  also  to 
the  suggestion  that  they  should  lay  a 15  in.  dia.  sewer  at  Mill 
Lane,  in  lieu  of  a 9 in.  sewer,  the  extra  cost  of  same  to  be  borne 
by  this  Council. 

During  the  year  a number  of  extensions  to  sewers  on  Council 
sites,  to  cope  with  housing  development,  have  also  been  carried 
out. 

9.  SCAVENGING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection.  A fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  was 
made  in  each  Parish,  with  the  exception  of  Sandringham,  where 
a system  of  refuse  bays  is  operated,  and  South  Wootton,  which 
continues  to  be  serviced  with  a weekly  refuse  collection. 

During  the  summer  months  all  Council  refuse  tips  were 
sprayed  regularly  with  insecticide. 

At  South  Wootton,  a man  is  engaged  part-time,  in  tidying 
and  dressing  the  tip,  thus  with  proper  controlled  tipping  being 
exercised,  very  few  complaints  "svere  received. 

(b)  Pail  Emptying.  A weekly  collection  of  night-soil  is  made 
in  the  Parishes  of  Harpley,  Little  Massingham,  Great  Massingham 
and  Castleacre. 

During  the  year  approximately  32,000  pails  were  emptied 
by  this  service. 
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A weekly  collection  of  night-soil,  to  cover  the  whole  district 
shoidd  be  our  aim,  but  at  the  moment,  the  main  difficulty  would 
appear  to  be  that  of  Labour,  which  problem  is  always  with  us. 

(c)  Cesspools.  During  this  year  the  number  of  cesspools 
emptied  was  tlie  highest  on  record. 

Excluding  cesspools  emptied  at  Council  properties,  which 
totalled  45;  the  number  of  private  cesspools  emptied  during  the 
year  was  170  for  which  service  187/1 7/-  was  collected. 

As  the  scavenging  staff  consists  of  four  men  only,  and  at  times 
this  was  reduced  to  three  men,  I consider  the  amount  of  work 
done  as  most  satisfactory. 

10.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  ten  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigation or  fumigation  in  connection  with  two  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  five  cases  of  T.B.,  and  one  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

11.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Throughout  the  year  a number  of  visits  were  made  to  butchers, 
grocers,  etc.,  and  varying  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  condemnation  certificates  issued. 

Vfisits  were  also  made  to  premises  from  which  ice-cream  was 
sold ; the  number  of  ice-cream  vendors  registered  with  the  Council 
total  tAvelve.  There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  district,  all  ice- 
cream sold  being  of  the  pre-packed  ” variety. 

1 2 . MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Only  one  site  was  licensed  by  the  Council,  and  during  the 
year  visits  have  been  made  to  ascertain  if  the  conditions  of  the 
licence  were  being  complied  with. 

13.  KNACKERS’  YARDS. 

There  are  two  Knackers’  Yards  in  the  District,  and  both  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year. 

14.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

During  the  year  one  application  was  granted  for  a milk 
bottling  establishment  at  Harpley. 

Investigations  of  the  milk  supplies  were  made  in  two  cases 
of  glandular  T.B.  Temporary  arrangements  were  made  in  the 
case  of  one  herd,  where  samples  proved  positive,  for  pasteurising 
the  supply. 


22 


15.  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


All  cases  of  rodent  infestation  were  passed  to  the  Pests  Officer 
of  the  Norfolk  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  who  undertook 
these  duties  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Throughout  the  year  thirteen  individual  premises  or  sites 
were  visited.  Cost  of  this  service  is  borne  out  by  the  General 
Rate,  and  had  to  be  refunded  to  the  Norfolk  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee.  For  the  year  1950,  the  cost  was /^1 1 /1 5/6. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  R.  WATKINS, 

Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Printed  by 

We«t  Norfolk  Newspapers,  Limited 
King’s  Lynn. 
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